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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time nnay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period v^ill apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10/14/2001 . 

2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 3 and 4 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

II) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfonn PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17,2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) (3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060203 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,921 
Art Unit: 3629 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is in response to papers filed on December 14, 2001. 



2. 



Claims 1-4 are pending. 



3. 



Claims 3-4 are objected to. 



4. 



Claims 1-2 are rejected. 



Specification 



The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 



As provided in 37 CFR 1.77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) THE NAMES OF THE PARTIES TO A JOINT RESEARCH AGREEMENT 

(e) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A 

COMPACT DISC (See 37 CFR 1 .52(e)(5) and MPEP 608.05. Computer 
program listings (37 CFR 1.96(c)), "Sequence Listings" (37 CFR 1.821(c)), 
and tables having more than 50 pages of text are permitted to be 
submitted on compact discs.) or 

REFERENCE TO A "MICROFICHE APPENDIX" (See MPEP § 608.05(a). 
"Microfiche Appendices" were accepted by the Office until March 1, 2001.) 

(f) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1 ) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(g) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(h) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 
(I) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(j) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 



Arrangement of the Specification 
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(k) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(I) SEQUENCE LISTING (See MPEP § 2424 and 37 CFR 1 .821 -1 .825. A 
"Sequence Listing" is required on paper if the application discloses a 
nucleotide or amino acid sequence as defined in 37 CFR 1 .821(a) and if 
the required "Sequence Listing" is not submitted as an electronic 
document on compact disc). 

5. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The lengthy 
specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence 
of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 3-4 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim should refer to claims in the alternative and/or 
cannot depend from another multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). 
Accordingly, the claims 3-4 have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112; 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
malcing and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person sl<il!ed in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

8. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for how to acquire knowledge, does not reasonably 
provide enablement for how the "notes" are being used, determination of who is using 
them. The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
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pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention 
commensurate in scope with these claims. Examiner is unable to determine that which 
applicant intends as the invention. 

9. Is applicant claiming a institution mission statement, a scholarship program an 
investment program or a student loan program. 

10. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 1 . Claims 1-2 rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

12. The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly 
and positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a 
manner as to present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one 
sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the patent(s) cited.Claims 1-2 
rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, 

1 3. Claims 1 -2 provides for the use of coin or note for exchange for goods/services, 
but, since the claim does not set forth any steps involved in the method/process, it is 
unclear what method/process applicant is intending to encompass. A claim is indefinite 
where it merely recites a use without any active, positive steps delimiting how this use is 
actually practiced. 
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Claims 1-2is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed recitation of a 
use, without setting forth any steps involved in the process, results in an improper 
definition of a process, i.e., results in a claim which is not a proper process claim under 
35 U.S.C, 101. See for example £x pa/te Da/7/c/, 153 USPQ 678 (Bd.App. 1967) and 
Clinical Products, Ltd. v. Brenner, 255 F. Supp. 131, 149 USPQ 475 (D.D.C. 1966). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

14. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 

to non-statutory subject matter. Applicants claims are directed to an abstract idea. 

15. The claimed invention as a whole must accomplish a practical application. That 
is, it must produce a "useful, concrete and tangible result." State Street, 149 F.3d at 
1373, 47 USPQ2d at 1601-02. The purpose of this requirement is to limit patent 
protection to inventions that possess a certain level of "real world" value, as opposed to 
subject matter that represents nothing more than an idea or concept, or is simply a 
starting point for future investigation or research 

16. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 5,809,848 Mottola et al ; Method and Apparatus for Funding Education by 
Acquiring Shares of Students Future Earning; Hereinafter referred to as Mottola in view 
of non-patent literature "Universities looking to the future" North; Evening Standard. 
Hereinafter referred to as North. 
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17. As to claim 1 Mottola teaches trust documents entitling a student to fund for 
education(C. 9 I. 54-56), However, Mottola fails to teach the education institutions 
"Mission". North teaches a universities mission being one that 

a. Evolves knowledge 

b-c. provides and uses the knowledge 

d-e. developing individuals in all aspects of life. 

The examiner notes although Mottola does not teach the exact "note or coin" that 
the applicant is not claiming the process of making the note or coin, rather a 
method of funding education. Therefore, the manner in which the information is 
represented ie token, is not functional descriptive matter and is not considered 
patentably distinguishable over there prior art. The steps of funding would be 
carried out regardless of it being a note, coin, or any other document. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine the teachings of North with Mottola because if one are "investing" 
in an individuals education it should be commensurate with ones aspirations and 
beliefs. 

1 8. As to claim 2 Mottola teaches paying/purchasing for fixed price value of the 
educational note.(C. 101. 28-33). Mottola further teaches investing the funds in order 
more value to the educational funds(C. 101. 10-15) The examiner notes applicant 
claims several different limitations, however the limitations are in the alternative and 
examiner is not required to find the limitations in combination but merely one of the 
alternatives. 
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1 9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The examiner notes the below mentioned article discusses a 
federal program for college funds in which users are capable of investing funds for 
future use at an educational institution of their choice. 

College-savings plan participants can switch investment options. The San Diego 

Union Tribune; Oct. 7, 2001. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Traci L. Smith whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6809. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:00 am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 571-272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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